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i) BULLETIN OF AMERICA’S TOWN MEETING OF THE AIR 


| GEORGE V. DENNY, JR., MODERATOR 


TCBER 25, 1949 VOL. 15, No. 26 


hat Should the Free World Do About 
the Atomic Bomb? 


riouncer: 
Conight, after an absence of four months, America’s Town 
eting returns to its home in Town Hall in New York City. 
wn Hall, as many of you know, is a beautiful building on West 
I Street, just off Times Square. It houses the many educational 
§ cultural activities of the Town Hall, Inc., established in 1894 
Whe League for Political Education. 
‘own. Hall’s internationally famous lecture program opens its 
) season next week with a lecture by Mr. Denny, who will 
_ of his experiences and observations while on tour with the 
ind-the-World Town Meeting. Its program of short courses 
iting late afternoons and evenings is in full swing as is the 
cert season which extends from mid-September to the end of 
Til. 
This Town Hall is a typically American institution, established 
921 as a modern adaption of the old New England Town Halls 
(ich not only served as meeting places but as religious, educa- 
aal, and cultural centers as well. So we welcome you tonight 
this world famous institution for another lively and important 
Meeting. Now, to preside over our discussion, here is your 
derator, the President of Town Hall, New York, and founder 
erica’s Town Meeting of the Air, Mr. George V. Denny, Jr. 


| Denny. (Applause) 
derator Denny: 


300d evening neighbors, and a very special aloha to our friends 
‘Hawaii who are celebrating Aloha Week in their beautiful 


adise we know as the Territory of Hawaii. 
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When we think of the twelve world capitals we’ve just visite 
on our trip around the world and the possibility of modern wa 
fare—the atom bomb is only a symbol of modern warfare—v 
wonder what madness has seized mankind that would make hi 
consider the possibility of trying to settle his disputes on th 
utterly fantastic scale. 

It seems almost incredible that so-called civilized governmen 
should even contemplate the wholesale destruction of civilis 
populations for any purpose whatsoever. 

We are holding this Town Meeting tonight in the hope th 
the collective thinking of the free peoples of the world—you 
America, you in Britain, you in India, you in China, that free pa 
of China—may find a solution to this greatest problem we've ev 
faced. 

We’ve invited to counsel with us four outstanding authoriti 
who approach the problem from four different points of vie 
Mr. Huie, as a naval officer in the Pacific, lecturer, author 
numerous books and articles on military affairs, we’ll welcor 
your counsel on this subject tonight. 

Dr. Ridenour, you are one of that select band of men who pro 
the secrets of the magic field of science that gave us the aton 
bomb. What do you think we should do with it? 

Mr. Laurence, you saw the fire of that first atomic bomb in Ne 
Mexico on that fateful morning in the summer of 1945. You sa 
at Bikini, the tests of the power of this dreaded fire under wat 
What do you think, Bill Laurence, the free world should do abc 
the atomic bomb? 

Congressman Jackson, yours is the greatest responsibility of t 
four. As a member of the Joint Committee on Atomic Ener; 
what do you think the free world should do about the aton 
bomb? 

Yesterday, governments and peoples who placed their fa 
in the United Nations reaffirmed that faith on its fourth birthed 
in the dedication of its permanent home here in New York Ci 
Will the statesmen of the world be able to justify that faith 
must all of us continue to live in fear and uncertainty until 4] 
gigantic struggle between our two worlds is resolved? 

Well, it’s been a long time since we’ve heard from Willi 
Bradford Huie on this program, but whenever the question 
national defense comes up, particularly having to do with 
power, Mr. Huie moves into the foreground as an outstand 
student of modern warfare, particularly air power. Mr. Hu 
recent articles for The Reader’s Digest have attracted nationw 
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ention. Mr. Huie, we’d like your advice on tonight’s question. 
illiam Bradford Huie. (Applause) 


r. Huie: 
(On this issue, I.believe that the free world has no practical 
ice except to strive to maintain preéminence in atomic weapons 
id in the means to deliver them. I do not believe that free worlds 
in covenant with slave worlds. I would have no confidence in 
'y agreement with the present Russian Government. I believe 
at the present controllers of Russia are despots, unrestrained 
’ the Christian ethics, and our only hope in restraining them lies 
‘superior strength. 
If believe earnestly, with Mr. Churchill, that the free world has 
mained free only because of our atomic advantage, and if West- 
Europe is to continue to enjoy the Western heritage it wall 
» because Russia continues to fear America. 
ft think that the defense of the West is essentially an American 
eblem. Now that Russia is to have an atomic stockpile, we 
ould drop the pretense that Western Europe can be safeguarded 
a third World War. We should continue to aid Western Europe, 
en to give it some assistance in restoring its arms, but we should 
» this with the understanding that if we fail to deter Russia from 
mr, her atomic weapons plus her hoards of ground troops can- 
“ be turned back at the Rhine. 
I believe that Britain would be of doubtful value to us in an 
omic war. Britain’s ports can hardly be defended from under- 
ister atomic explosions, and her teeming population provides 
* world’s most lucrative targets for rocket and aerial atomic 
irst. 
So I am opposed to the basing of any considerable portion of 
e West’s atomic strength in Britain. I believe, in short, that the 
terrent to Russia must be erected on the American continent. 
e problem, then, becomes one of means. First, we must recog- 
ve another reality. If Russia is bent upon the destruction of the 
est, she will certainly choose the advantage of striking the first 
ow. This first blow, we are committed by our ethics to accept. 
(The first blow, moreover, will not be struck at any lesser power 
ian the United States. The Russians will never make the mistake 
,attacking a lesser nation and inviting us to strike the first atomic 
ow. Russia will strike the first blow and it will be at the principal 
sles of America. 
‘How, then, can we pose the counterweight? If Western Europe 
. be overrun and Britain can be neutralized, and if our own 
untry must accept the first blow, what force can we prepare 
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which can retaliate instantly and assure the ultimate destruct 
of the aggressor? 

I submit that the only power is superior bombs and super 
methods of delivery. As for the bombs, we must depend on ° 
same ingenuity which gave us the first bomb to assure our c 
tinued superiority. I believe, however, that the present Ator 
Commission has been guilty of vacillation and mismanagement é 
should, therefore, be replaced by a new civilian commission 
more resolute and more capable men. 

As for the bombers, I believe that we have the world’s b 
and that we can continue to have the world’s best. Our strate 
air force is the world’s only organization with vast experie1 
in large scale bombardment. I believe that the B-29’s, the B-5 
and the B-36’s can all go to Moscow if necessary with accepta 
losses. 

In March, 1943, on this program, I debated with men who insis 
that the Flying Fortresses—the B-17’s—could never bomb G 
many successfully by daylight. Those were the very same c 
credited experts who have been shouting to the world dur 
the past weeks that we can’t bomb Russia. 

I'd like to raise my voice tonight in reassurance to the f 
world that our cabal of admirals may be sincere and patric 
but that their judgment of air power is as unsound today as it \ 
in 1943. 

I believe that if Russia were to attack the free world tonig 
American air power would ultimately destroy Russia and ena 
our troops to effectively control it. If we will concentrate « 
energies on maintaining this position, the free world can hope 
peace. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Mr. Huie. Our next speaker is a’ graduate of 
University of Chicago, a post-graduate of the California Instit 
of Technology, specializing in physics at both institutions. 
worked on the development of radar during the war and ser 
as radar adviser to the U. S. Strategic Air Force in Europe. 
was also a member of the Radar Committee for the Joint Chief 
Staff. He is, at present, professor of Physics and Dean of 
Graduate School at the University of Illinois. We take pleas 
in welcoming Dr. Louis Ridenour. (Applause) 


Dr. Ridenour: 


My training is that of a scientist. Tonight I want to consi 
with scientific detachment, the question, “What should the { 
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rld do about the atomic bomb?” Without emotional self-decep- 
, 1 want to look at the situation of the free world today and 
b Phat we should do. 

ussia, we are told, has exploded an atomic bomb. Our world 
st live from now on under the immediate threat of atomic 
ack. This is no small threat. The atomic bomb is more than 
st another weapon. It has changed the face of warfare. 

Do not be deceived by those who tell you that Russia cannot 
ld a bomb stockpile until many years have passed. Making a 
mb is an all or none proposition. You cannot make a bomb at 
until you have a plant that can turn out atomic explosives in 
i a quantity. My guess is that the Russians may have 
significant stockpile in two years. 

Do not believe that the atomic bomb or the physical science 
iich made it possible is in any way immoral. The basic and the 
erwhelming immorality is that of killing men. If we desire to 
iimen to pursue a policy, the bomb is an effective way of achiev- 
¢ that goal. The bomb is not even unique in the arsenal of hideous 
»dern weapons. Bacteriological warfare, biological warfare, we 
e told, may be even more effective. 

‘That we must control, as Mr. Baruch has said, is war itself. 

5 not believe that lasting peace can today be guaranteed by 
# plan for world political organization. World government, to 
‘, must rest upon the consent of the governed, and we cannot 
sently secure such consent from Russia. 

Sussian behavior clearly suggests the most inflexible determina- 
to propagate Russian ideology and totalitarian methods over 
* whole world. Thus, we can achieve lasting peace only by 
-iding to this determination. 

e have decided not to do this, for we value the rights and the 
‘nity of man more than we value the safety we should secure 
: giving in. Thus, even in the face of the hideous threat of modern 
r, we have democratically decided to preserve our free institu- 
ins at the heavy price of a continued threat of war. This is a 
ble, but a magnificent one. We must not forget that we have 
<en it, that we have chosen to defend human freedom at the 
st of enduring the threat of war, for this has two important 
sequences. 

*irst, we must not, in our efforts to avoid war despite its con- 
ued possibility, reduce or destroy our own free institutions. 
‘ese are the stakes in our gigantic game. If we lose them, there 
ll be no purpose left in our brave gamble. We shall have risked 
rselves and our Nation and the free world for nothing. 

Second, we must clearly remember that, short of surrender to 
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Russia, there can be no static and permanent safety for us at ° 
present time in this half of the world. We can hope, at best, o: 
for an ever-shifting dynamic security. 

This means, in practical terms, that all our decisions on pol 
in every turn of world events must be calculated to make Rus 
feel that avoiding war is more advantageous to her than wo 
be fighting. We can influence Russian policy only in terms of | 
self-interest, not in terms of our own. 

Every specific matter of domestic or foreign policy should 
tested, then, in terms of these two principles. Since we can 
achieve a guaranteed peace at the present time without surren 
of our freedoms, we have gambled on achieving dynamic pe 
without destroying those freedoms. 

You can test every policy proposal in the field of atomic ene 
or any other field by asking these two questions: 1. Will | 
proposal nibble away at or destroy the freedoms we are trying 
defend at so great a price? 

2. Will the proposal make war seem less desirable to the R 
sians? 

The answer to the first question must be “no,” to the sec 
“ves.” 

Let us, for one example, try these questions on the idea of prev 
tive war, which is sometimes discussed as if it might be desira 
under certain conditions. Entirely apart from moral issues or 

doubt of its success, preventive war is clearly bad in princi 
for we should destroy our freedoms in fighting it, while if 

Russians suspected we were considering it, the desirability of th 
attacking us first, getting in the first blow, would be greatly 
creased. 

I hope that these two principles may serve all of you as a 1 
for judging policy in the years to come. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Dr. Ridenour. William L. Laurence, science wr 
for the New York Times, twice Pulitzer Prize winner, and aut 
of the challenging book, Dawn Over Zero, is, we are glad to ; 
a frequent speaker on our Town Hall programs. We would { 
it difficult to discuss tonight’s subject without this distinguis 
writer and observer of the atomic bomb ever since it came to | 
Mr. William L. Laurence. Mr. Laurence. (Applause) 


Mr. Laurence: 


To answer this question properly, upon which may hang 
destiny of the world, we must first of all realize that to find 
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wer, the answer must be one that would assure not only 
sical but also spiritual survival, because free men without 
icitual values are no longer free men. 

o achieve that, you must, first of all, realize that fear is not 
lattribute of a free man; that a free man must use his reason, 
»ve all; that once he begins succumbing to fear, he thereby also 
es up one of the greatest attributes of his freedom. 

ear today is as much a threat as, and even a greater threat 
n, the atomic bomb, itself. Once we give way to that, we are in 
ger of an atomic war. As long as we use reason, we can hope 
somehow, somewhere, free men everywhere will find a col- 
ive answer to that. 

he next thing is, then, once we avoid fear, we can also have 
4 in the ultimate triumph of the good; have faith that man 
not come all this way only to end up in a cloud of atomic dust; 
i somehow he will be preserved for a nobler destiny. 

ut, however, before we can avoid fear, and develop this faith, 
‘have got to be conscious and aware of certain facts and avoid 
ain misconceptions. First of all, we must realize that it is 
uningless to speak of bigger and more powerful atomic bombs 
bigger and larger stockpiles. 

"he atomic bomb used on Hiroshima was obsolete even before 
was used, yet it was large enough and big enough to destroy a 
«it was big enough to destroy any city in the world. 

"he new model bomb that we have which we tested at Eniwetok 
» destroy larger areas, but the old model bomb or any atomic 
eb can destroy any city and put it out of commission, by 
‘troying its heart so that it no longer can function as a city. 
2 possession, therefore, of more powerful bombs is not in itself 
aething to rely on. 

tussia may have a small atomic stockpile right now, or no 
ekpile at all. It would be, however, very dangerous for us to 
ieve that Russia can never catch up with us. Because we must 
gember that 40 atomic bombs would be enough to destroy any 
lion in the world today. There are not enough cities in the 
ikld to need more than 40 atomic bombs. So that 40 or 50 or a 
skpile of a hundred bombs would be enough to destroy any 
lion. 

Tor must we delude ourselves into thinking that even the most 
»etive system of international contro] and inspection such as 
‘propose would insure safety against atomic attacks in case of 
i. At best, such a system—even if it functions 100 per cent, 
ich is very doubtful—would assure that no war could start 
h atomic weapons since plans for the production of fissionable 
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material that could be used for bombs would still exist in all cou 
tries under the control of an international authority. These, 
course, would be seized immediately upon the outbreak of we 
and it would only be a matter of months or weeks, or even da 
before the material is fashioned into bombs. 

Nor can we rely on a convention to outlaw the use of atom 
bombs similar to the convention against the use of poison gi 
Poison gas, we must realize, was not used in the last war, n 
because Hitler or the Japanese war lords respected the conve 
tion, but because it was found to be an inefficient method 
destruction, as compared with other weapons, such as incendiari 
and blockbusters. 

We can be certain that no nation, faced with defeat, wou 
refrain from using atomic bombs merely because of a conventi 
when its very existence was at stake. 

What, then, is the answer? 

Unpleasant as it is, we must face the fact that in the prese 
stage of world affairs, with Russia being what it is, we must re 
largely, for the present, on the deterrent effect that possession 
the atomic bomb and its inevitable use in case of war must ha 
against any would-be aggressor. 

Unpleasant as it is, we must face the fact that at present t 
atomic bomb is the greatest single factor for the maintenance 
world peace, but we must alsu realize that the deterrent eff 
of the bomb is not absolute, and that it may gradually wither aw 
in an atmosphere of fear where reason is discarded. 

Let us, therefore, not give way to unreasoned fear, but he 
onto our faith that men, rather than end in a cloud of atomie du 
will be preserved for a nobler destiny. 

As on an earlier occasion in our history, let us trust in God a 
keep our atoms dry, placing the greater emphasis, however, in ¢ 
trust in God. 

With our feet firmly planted on the ground, let us look up to 1 
clouds in the dark night, and watch out for the star of hope tl 
sooner or later will inevitably break through the blackness. (/ 
plause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Mr. Laurence. Our last speaker, Congressrr 
Henry M. Jackson, represents one of the most beautiful sectic 
in our great Nation—the second district, way up there in the nor 
west corner of Washington State—in Congress. But he has a mt 
larger responsibility to the American people as a member of. 
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int Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy, which is made 
( of nine Senators and nine Representatives. 

Songressman Jackson has served five terms in the House, and 
! given a great deal of thought to the problem we are discussing 
hight. We are happy to welcome him to America’s Town Meeting 
|the Air. Congressman Jackson. (Applause) 


| 
ingressman Jackson: 
| 


. Huie would like superior American planes and atomic 
‘apons. Dr. Ridenour is most concerned with a realistic approach, 
id with the preservation of our own freedoms. Mr. Laurence has 
‘essed a faith in the ultimate fulfillment of the destiny of man- 
hd. 
‘As a member of the policy-making group in Congress in this 
d, I am proposing a specific three-point program for America, 
igned to achieve maximum security for the free world against 
> atom. 

Foint No. 1 is the continued exploration for a system of effective 
i2rnational control that. will be acceptable to all nations, for 
tat is the only way the world can achieve permanent security. 
« United States has proposed a plan of control—the Baruch 
Bn. erie 5 
This plan does not flow from any single political system—ours 
anyone else’s. It stems from certain technical facts about the 
“m which no nation can change. It has been studied and refined . 
the United Nations. Most of the world accepts it. 

i believe it is a sound and equitable plan. It is sound because 
mlaces all atomic facilities in the hands of a veto-free, inter- 
itional agency. That is the only way to eliminate suspicion and 
2 temptation to a production race between nations. It is equitable 
cause it calls upon us to give up the same things we ask of other 
itions, and because it offers others the same security America 
pis: : 

f we are to find an answer, the free world must continue to 
gotiate with an open mind, asking of each new proposal, “Will 
1S mean truly effective control?” 

At the moment, though, we must face the fact that international 
ntrol is not a reality. Until it is, I agree with Mr. Huie that the 
curity of the free world lies in continued American preéminence 
< atomic weapons, for therein lies the deterrent to atomic ag- 
‘ession, 

‘Our superiority may be maintained partly through increasing 
‘r production of fissionable material, and that is Point 2 of my 
ogram for America. But that is not the whole story. 


Gl: 
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America won the race of development. We dropped the fi 
atomic bomb. But it was not exclusively an American achie\ 
ment, for no nation has a monopoly on creative brains. 

When war came, America, Great Britain, and Canada decid 
to pool the best of their scientific talent. They had at their d 
posal the vast natural and industrial resources of America, I 
they had something else, besides. They had a fund of scienti 
knowledge that began to form before the turn of the centu 
representing contributions by scientists of many nations— De 
mark, Germany, Italy, France, Britain, and others. 

Each scientist brought to the discovery team a few pieces o 
complex jigsaw puzzle. Together they fitted the pieces inte 
picture that enabled them to harness the power of the atom. It v 
a cooperative achievement. 

When the war ended, we decided that there should be lit 
or no exchange of information between our scientists and those 
other nations. We cut ourselves off from Britain and the Canad: 
members of the discovery team. 

We know now that Russia has discovered the secrets of { 
bomb. We realize now that discovery has not stood still siz 
Hiroshima and it never will. The edges of the jigsaw puzzle : 
not and never will be square and finished. There will always 
a place for another fragment of scientific knowledge. We h 
some of the fragments, but there are scientists in England < 
Canada who now hold other vital pieces. Our policy of secr 
at all costs has had a ludicrous result. Russia now has the bor 
But Great Britain and Canada—our wartime research partn 
and our Atlantic Pact Allies—do not. 

Iam proposing as the third point in this program that we ret 
to our wartime cooperation in atomic research with Great Brit 
and Canada. The experience of the Manhattan project proved t 
the full exchange of information can be accomplished with 
utmost secrecy. This does not mean giving up secrets. It me 
finding new ones. 

Our security and the security of the free world lie not in seer 
alone, but in achievement and new discovery. 

To choke off the development of new ideas in a world of « 
covery is, in my opinion, the most dangerous thing the free we 
can possibly do. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Congressman Jackson. Now, gentler 
I wonder whether there are any points you would like to el 
up among yourselves before we take questions from the audier 
How about it, Mr. Huie? 

Mr. Huie: Yes, I’d like to see if Mr. Jackson and IJ are in agi 
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ILLIAM LEONARD LAURENCE—Born Huie are Mud on the Stars; The Fight 
{ Salantai, Lithuania, in 1888, Mr. for Air Power; Can Do: The Story of 
rence came to the United States in the SeaBees; From Omaha to Oki- 
5 and was naturalized in 1913. Mr. nawa; and Maine Stover’s Revolt. He 

rence attended Harvard, Boston has also written many magazine 
hiversity and the University of articles and stories. 


t ht phil h t Roxb HENRY MARTIN JACKSON—Congress- 
ering” School and’ Mt. Auburn ™an Jackson, Democratic Representa- 
(toring School. From 1921 to 1926, tive from the State of Washington, is a 

was a free lance writer and play member of the Joint Congressional 
lapter. In 1926, he joined the staff of | Committee on Atomic Energy. Born in 

N. Y. World as general reporter Everett, Washington, in 1912, he re- 

from 1927 to 1930, he was associate ceived his law degree from the Uni- 
ation editor. Since 1930, Mr. Lau- Versity of Washington in 1935. Ad- 
Ince has been science news reporter mitted to the Washington bar, he 
+ the New York Times. engaged in practice with the firm of 
uring World War I, Mr. Laurence Black and Rucker. From 1938 to 1940 
ved with the U. S. Army. In 1937, he he was prosecuting attorney for Sno- 
s awarded a Pulitzer Prize for homish County. He has been a member 


5 reporting of the Harvard Tercen- of Congress since 1941. 
ary Conference of Arts and Sci- 
@es. He is a member of many scien- LOUIS NICOT RIDENOUR, JR. — Dr. 


je and literary groups. He has Ridenour was born in 1911 at Mont- 
titten a number ot plays, and his  ¢jair, New Jersey. He received his BS. 
jence news stories are syndicated degree from the University of Chicago 
piany” Papers. , in 1932, and his Ph.D. from the Cali- 
Mr. Laurence was the only journal- fornia Institute of Technology in 1936. 

present at the first test of the After a year with the Institute for 
emic bomb. He also was with the Advanced Study at Princeton, he 
sssion that dropped the second and stayed on for two years as an instruc- 
bomb on Nagasaki. His eye-witness tor. From 1938 until 1941 he was an 
-ount was released by the War De- assistant professor at the University of 
wiment on Sept. 9, 1945. Pennsylvania, and from 1941 until 
1946 a professor. Since 1947, he has 


ILLFAM BRADFORD HUIE—Well been Dean of the Graduate College 


jewn as a writer and lecturer, Lieu- and professor of physics at the Univer- 
ant Huie, USNR (Retired) is author  Sity of Illinois. 

The Case Against the Admirals and During the war, Dr. Ridenour was 
-eries of articles on Air-Atomic an expert consultant for the Office of 
ee the Secretary of War. In 1944, he also 


Sern in Hartselle, Alabama, in 1910, served as radar adviser for the U. S. 
| Huie received his A.B. degree from Strategic Air Forces in Europe, and 
2 University of Alabama in 1930. was a member of the radar commission 
om .-1932 until 1936, he was a reporter for the Combined Chiefs of Staff from 
» the Birmingham Post. From 1941 1943 to 1945. He was also a member of 
1943, he was associate editor of the the National Defense Research Com- 
merican Mercury. Since 1941 he has mission. 


en a lecturer. From 1943 until 1945, Dr. Ridenour has written many 
served as a lieutenant in the United articles on military and scientific sub- 
tes Navy jects. He was editor-in-chief of the 27- 


feuded’ in the list of books by Lt. volume Radiation Laboratory series. 


ent on this: He mentions that we have cut ourselves off from 
tain assistance from Britain and Canada. I’d like to ask him 
ithe Atomic Energy Commission has done that or what agency 
our Government is guilty of having cut ourselves off from 
”anada and Britain. 

'Congressman Jackson: I think, as Mr. Huie is well aware, the 
tomic Energy Act has certain specific provisions in it that makes 
‘impossible for the scientists in our country and Great Britain 
id Canada to exchange information relating to fissionable mate- 
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Mr. Huie: Are you in favor of changing that law, sir? 

Congressman Jackson: I think the law ought to be amend 
to carry out the objectives that I have mentioned here this evenin 

I want to make one comment. I couldn’t allow the statement 
stand, as far as I am concerned at least, that the present Atom 
Energy Commission should be changed. I think the Commissi« 
has done a good job. (Applause) That is borne out by the actic 
taken by our committee and by outstanding industrialists ar 
American scientists as well. 

Mr. Laurence: May J ask Mr. Huie on what he bases his charge 
After all, there was a hearing in Congress where all the charg 
were aired and the Commission was cleared of those charges wi 
the exception of a minority report. I think that as far as tl 
sentiment in the country in general is concerned the feeling 
that the Commission had been cleared and the charges were u 
grounded. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Well, this is just a sidelight on our subject tonigt 
but the Atomic Energy Commission is the group which are truste 
for the use and development of atomic power in this country, 
it’s an appropriate part of our discussion. Mr. Huie, do you wi 
to comment on that? 

Mr. Huie: My answer to that is that Mr. Laurence is welcor 
to his opinion as to what the majority opinion in the country 
I happen to support the minority report. I don’t believe that t 
present Atomic Commission has done a good job, and I’m f 
changing it. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Ridenour? 

Mr. Ridenour: I'd like to ask Congressman Jackson wheth 
he’s in favor of continuing to advance the Baruch Plan witho 
modification or whether he feels we should seek for modificatio 
and, if so, in what direction. 

Congressman Jackson: I think, as I pointed out in my openi: 
remarks, that we’re dealing with certain immutable situation 
It’s a technical problem that has to be worked out, that cann 
be compromised. Either we have control that is effective in t 
field of atomic energy or we do not have control. I don’t want to 
a party to deluding the American people into thinking otherwi: 
(Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Huie? 

Mr. Huie: I’d like to see whether Mr. Laurence and I are 
agreement on this. He states that it makes little difference nx 
as to whether we build bigger and better bombs. I’m inclined 
agree that that’s true. Even with the Hiroshima bomb we ha 
a bomb that can effectively kill most any city in the world. I a 
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, that that being true if our primary responsibility is now to 
centrate on a better and better means to deliver the bombs, and 
it isn’t true that the powerful nation will be the one which has 
2 best method of delivery. (Applause) 
r. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Huie. Mr. Laurence? 
r. Laurence: I fully agree with that, Mr. Huie. I believe also 
at we should not necessarily have more models of the Hiroshima 
bs in spite of the fact that it is good enough. I think from the 
chological point of view the bigger bomb will have a greater 
errent effect than the smaller bomb. 
jowever, unless you have methods of delivery, the bomb is 
less. We must keep in mind, however, that airplanes are not 
2 only means of delivery. They can be brought into harbors in 
ps and freighters and blown up in the harbor and make the 
irbor useless. They can also be smuggled into cities and blown 
there. 
ir. Denny: Thank you. Well, gentlemen, now let’s get ready 
» the questions. There are a great many questions from this 
»resentative Town Hall audience. One special message now for 
iv listening audience. 
4nanouncer: You are listening to Town Meeting of the Air com- 
e to you from Town Hall, New York, where we’re discussing 
» question, “What Should the Free World Do About the Atomic 
wnb?” The speakers are: William Bradford Huie, lecturer and 
thor; Dr. Louis Ridenour of the University of Illinois; William 
iuaurence, science writer for the New York Times; and Con- 
=ssman Henry M. Jackson, Democrat of Washington. 
onight, we want to remind you that the publisher of the Town 
eeting Bulletin, the American Education Press, has bound to- 
her copies of all 12 of our Round-the-World Town Meetings in 
e convenient volume which you may secure by sending $1 
Town Hall, New York 18, New York. 
This volume contains a complete transcript of the Town Meet- 
’s held in London, Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Rome, Ankara, Tel 
viv, Cairo, Karachi, New Delhi, Manila, and Tokyo. 
opies of individual Town Meetings as well as a copy of tonight’s 
ogram may be obtained by specifying which program you desire 
d sending your request with 10 cents for each program to Town 
ll, New York 18, New York. Indicate the program you desire 
naming the city in which the program originates. Please do 
t send stamps, and allow at least two weeks for delivery. 
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QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Mr. Denny: Now we begin our question period with the gentle 
man right here under the edge of the balcony. 

Man: My question is directed to Dr. Ridenour. Since Russia an 
the United States are deadlocked on atomic bomb controls, wh 
don’t they work out a just and honorable compromise to outla\ 
war? 

Dr. Ridenour: This is certainly outside the field of any scientifi 
competence I may pretend to have. I should judge that a dete: 
mined effort to do this has been going on in the United Natior 
for some time and I hope will continue and was encouraged 4 
recently as yesterday by the President of the United States i 
this city. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The young man over there on the aisl 

Man: I’d like to address my question to Mr. Huie. Do you thin 
the unification of the armed forces is necessary before we can s 
down and discuss control of the atom bomb with Russie 
(Applause) 

Mr. Huie: Well, I can answer that very quickly. I’ve been a 
advocate of unification for many years. I certainly think that 
true. I think we must eliminate all the duplications in our arme 
forces and get more for our defense dollar so that we’ll be in 
better position to defend the West against the forces against u 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman under the balcony ov: 
here. 

Man: My question is for Congressman Jackson. Any plan th 
calls for inspection must have complete codperation to be effecti 
in any large area. If we can achieve this honor of nations wou 
inspection then be necessary? 

Congressman Jackson: Well, I think inspection is absolute 
essential because if you do not have a system of inspection you 
not know what’s going on, It must be constant, it must be co 
tinuous, in order to have effective control of atomic ener; 
throughout the world. 

Mr, Denny: Thank you. The gentleman says he’s not satisfie 
Yes, sir? 

Man: With Russia or the United States, how can we have effe 
tive inspection? It can be hidden quite easy, I imagine. 

Congressman Jackson: Well, of course, that’s the whole poi 
in discussing this problem tonight, as you might gather. We go 
the heart of the Russian problem, and until they’re willing to 
us look in—that is, the rest of the world—through a system 


16 


spection and let their people look out, you can’t solve the prob- 
of a control of atomic energy. Let’s be frank. (Applause) 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman on the balcony. 

‘Man: Since Russia refuses to come to terms with us on the 
omic bomb, what is your solution to the problem? 

‘Mr. Denny: Well, that’s just what he’s suggested in his speech. 
‘Man: I want to know more on it. 

(Mr. Denny: You want to know more about his—I’m afraid 
at’s putting him on the spot and asking him to make another 
neech. Let’s take the next question up there in the balcony. 
'Man: Dr. Ridenour. President Truman ordered the atomic bomb 
\ be dropped in Japan to make this world safe for free men. That 
jeedom is again threatened. Why should we hesitate to drop it 
Zain if we have to? 

Dr. Ridenour: The question has two parts, so I’d like to make 
wo answers. I think the immediate and direct reason for drop- 
ing the bomb on Japan is the one that has been stated by our 
sponsible leaders; namely, it was believed that it would shorten 
2 war and save American lives and the lives of our Allies— 
panese lives, too, in the last analysis. 

‘Your question about what’s commonly called preventive war 
im be answered by citing the three objections I mentioned in 
j= remarks. 

*irst of all, it’s contrary to all that we hold dear and important 
: the ethical and moral sense to indulge in indiscriminate killing 
aprovoked. 

Second, there is no guarantee in the present technical state of 
ur armaments that we could get away with it. 

| Third, the resulting conflict would inevitably destroy the free- 
oms which we are attempting to preserve in the present troubled 
mes. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Ridenour. My next question over 
ader the balcony? 

Man: My question is addressed to Mr. William L. Laurence. 
"hy not give power of decision on the atom bomb to a committee 
“noted scientists and religious leaders of the world instead of 
» stubborn diplomats? (Applause) 
| Mr. Denny: We have all kinds of ideas here tonight, Mr. 
‘aurence, 

Mr. Laurence: Well, I don’t feel qualified to answer that ques- 
on, but I do say I don’t know why scientists should be given 
ais responsibility as scientists because that is not a scientific 
uestion; it’s a political question. I think the decisions really 
nould be made by the collective wisdom of all the people, going 
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upward till it reaches their leaders, so that their leaders will kno 
what the people have decided. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The trouble is we can’t get to the Ru 
sian people. All right, Congressman Jackson. 

Congressman Jackson: Mr. Denny, I wonder if I could supp] 
ment some remarks in that connection? In connection with tl 
remarks made by Mr. Laurence, I agree wholeheartedly. I thit 
we all should realize that in connection with the internation 
control of atomic energy, we have scientific personnel worki 
on the problem, and the decision in connection with the Barus 
Plan was based on scientific fact, and politicians did not mal 
those particular decisions. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Mr. Huie has a comment. 

Mr. Huie: I think it’s a little unfair for us to refer to stubbo: 
diplomats. I think that the American moral position on the atom 
bomb is unassailable. Before Russia had a bomb we offered 
destroy all of ours. Our diplomats made that offer, so I think th 
as far as the offering is concerned and the Baruch Plan and o 
moral position, as regards Russia and the bomb, I believe we’ 
in safe hands with our present diplomats. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman in the balcony. 

Man: I wish to direct my question to Congressman Jacksc 
In view of the recent surprise announcement of Russia’s atom 
explosion, how can we as citizens best prepare ourselves nc 
to maintain and inaugurate civilian defense measures? 

Congressman Jackson: Our committee—that is, the Joint Co 
mittee on Atomic Energy—is going into this subject very the 
oughly starting January 1. It’s a complex subject, it’s not o 
that I can properly answer at this time tonight, but I want 
assure you that our Government is moving forward and o 
committee will give the utmost consideration to this matter wh 
we reconvene in January. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now a question here. 

Man: My question is directed to Mr. Huie. Is it not a fact tk 
all the governments of the world will be guilty of premeditate 
mass, savage murder unless they agree to outlaw the aton 
bomb? (Applause) 

Mr. Huie: Well, sir, that’s a difficult question as to whether 1 
would be guilty of murder if we use the bomb to try to save t 
western heritage or to try to save freedom in the world. I ca 
agree that that’s true, 

I believe that our leaders who decided to drop the bomb 
Hiroshima made a wise decision. I believe that it saved lives 
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ieve that if we can save freedom in the world and give western 
irope a further chance to revive, I would be quite willing for 
to use the atomic bomb and stand before the bar ‘of ge 
wce, (Applause) 
r. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman back there on the 
cony. 
an: Mr. Laurence, do you think that help to solve the problems 
atomic controls will come from above, as you said, or through 
yernational codperation and understanding? 
Ir, Laurence: Well, that sounds like the same thing in different 
guage. Would you make it a little clearer what you mean by 
e distinction? 
an: Well, as you said, we should hope for the best and look 
ward Heaven for the solving of this dilemma. Do you think that 
: on earth should do more about it than just waiting? 
Mir. Laurence: Well, I certainly do. I said that we should not 
€ our minds—not lose our reason and simply act unfair— 
«ause that’s not the way a free man should act. The second 
int I made is that if we do that, if we use our reason, that free 
#4 must and will eventually triumph. That, of course, is faith, 
i. it’s not based on mere mysticism, because, if you go through 
im’s history, you will find that he has faced similar crises in 
® past and has overcome them. Somewhere or another unless 
- have faith in the ultimate triumph of good over evil then we 
we lost one of the greatest tenets of faith that man has. 
pplause) 
4r. Denny: Thank you. The lady there, please. 
“Lady: Mr. Laurence, can there be any possibility of real under- 
ending and codperation with Russia on the bomb, with their 
sent leadership and their attitude toward the world? 
r. Laurence: I do not believe it’s possible, and that’s why I 
dI think that at present—at the present state of world affairs 
d with the Russian leaders as they are—I think any thought of 
ective international control over atomic energy is a pipe dream. 
iat doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t keep working at it, and 
ping, but I do think that the chances for it are very slim 
eed, at present. 
r. Denny: Thank you. The young lady over here. 
Lady: I’d like to ask Mr. Huie how he thinks that either Russia 
‘the United States can agree on international control of atomic 
ergy in the atmosphere of suspicion and hate generated by 
» atomic race? 
r. Denny: That’s asking the same question, but just making 
a little harder, Mr. Huie. 
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Mr. Huie: Well, as I stated a few moments ago, I don’t thi 
that it’s possible for free worlds to agree on anything with sl 
worlds, so I don’t expect any agreement between our own Gove 
ment and Russia. I wouldn’t have any confidence in it if 
reached one. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman in the balcony, first r 

Man: I direct my question to Dr. Ridenour. Are scienti 
doing as much research on the use of atomic energy for ma 
welfare as they are for his destruction? 

Dr. Ridenour: I can’t answer that with full and complete kno 
edge of what goes on within the Atomic Energy Commission | 
cause I’m not officially connected with it. I think that if tl 
are they’re neglecting one of the paramount problems of © 
present moment, and I don’t believe they’re doing that. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Congressman Jackson has a comm 
on that. 

Congressman Jackson: I'd like to add that the Commission | 
been doing a lot of work in the field of biology and medici 
particularly with reference to cancer. You’ve heard a lot ab 
the isotope program, and so on. In the field of agriculture, we 


‘doing a lot. But we must be honest with our people. I’m sure we 


doing what the American people demand in this hour and t 
is to concentrate on our weapons program. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The man here in the aisle. 

Man: I address my question to Dr. Ridenour. Must we fight 
democracy with an atomic bomb? Is it possible to spread dem 
racy through the United Nations with more housing, food, < 
shelter? 

Dr. Ridenour: As I understand our policy, we are striving 
do that. As I understand our policy with respect to military affa 
it’s not our intention to start dropping atomic bombs arot 
unprovoked. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now the lady in the balcony. 

Lady: My question is directed to Congressman Jackson. | 
Jackson, do you believe that the U. N. vould keep all wars un 
control by having a strong, prepared, well-equipped force 
arms available at all times? 

Congressman Jackson: Well, I think that’s one of the eleme 
but unless we control the weapon—in this instance atomic ene 
—at its source to make sure that the material does get i 
the hands of any single nation, we would not be able to accomp 
that objective. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. The young man in the balcony. 
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an: Do you think the atomic bomb brought the United States 
| Russia any closer to war than before? 

i'r. Denny: Did the atomic bomb bring us any closer to war? 
ir. Laurence: Just the opposite. I think today the atomic bomb, 
said before, is the greatest weapon for maintaining world 
ce that we have. I agree with Churchill that if it hadn’t been 
he atomic bomb probably we would be at war today. 

fr Denny: Thank you. The young lady over here. 

lady: I’d like to address my question to Congressman Jackson. 
’t you think that a vicious circle will develop if we begin 
ng neck and neck with Russia in obtaining more and more 
ructive war equipment? 

jongressman Jackson: No, I believe that if our powder is dry, 
ic have effective weapons, it acts as a deterrent in the absence of 
raational control of atomic energy. It is the only recourse that 
have in the situation that now confronts our Nation and the 
jens of the free world. 

‘>, Denny: Thank you. The young lady down here. Yes, go 
rd. 

iedy: I direct my question to Congressman Jackson. What will 
ave benefited the United States by keeping the atomic bomb 
et, since scientists agree that it will eventually be discovered? 
engressman Jackson: Well, of course, I’ve tried to comment 
= tonight on the fact that we reached a rather ludicrous decision 
ennection with some of our policy of secrecy. Russia has the 
ab, but our wartime partners who worked on this project do 
have the bomb. I think that there is a happy medium in this. 
‘lieve our entire program of secrecy will be looked into very 
tly so that we’ll have a more realistic program that will 
ut in achievement, because that is the real basis for security 
he free world. (Applause) 

r. Denny: Thank you. The lady on the aisle here. 

iady: I’d like to address my question to Mr. Huie. Why can’t 
atomic bomb be outlawed and instead concentrate on world 
wrmament instead of discussing the possibilities of war? 

Ir, Huie: Why can’t we quit talking about war and outlaw the 
mic bomb? Well, those of us who are talking about war at this 
ent are not necessarily persons who are bloodthirsty and 
> want to start killing somebody. It’s simply that we do not 
»w of any other way to deal with this enigmatic Russian Gov- 
ment. It takes two people to make a deal for peace. We've 
de the offer, repeatedly, and don’t get any codperation from 
mn. Therefore, our only answer is that we have to try to remain 
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stronger than they are so that we can try to get them to stay 
their own backyard. (Applause) 

Congressman Jackson: I think we’re getting confused on ©! 
issue. It sounds simple to outlaw the atomic bomb. The Kellog 
Briand Pact, as I recall, outlawed war, but we had war. The poi 
is—and we must not forget about this essential point—that \ 
must have an effective system of international control of atom 
energy before you can outlaw the atomic bomb. Let’s not get t 
cart before the horse. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The man in the balcony. 

Man: Id like to address my question to Congressman Jacks« 
In establishing international control of atomic energy, would 
be necessary to limit its development for peacetime use? 

Congressman Jackson: Well, you can’t differentiate between t 
two. Let us put it in this way. The stockpile of atomic bombs tl 
you’ve been reading about from time to time can be used | 
peaceful purposes, as well as for warlike purposes. It’s ener 
It’s like petroleum that can be used in a tank to operate in ti 
of war, but it also is fuel that can be used to operate your auton 
bile. I hope that answers the point. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The next question, quickly. 

Lady: Id like to direct my question to Mr. Huie. You stat 
that our only safeguard lies in our maintaining superiority o 
fearful Russia. As Russia has been progressing as we have, h 
would you assure our superiority and how can we stop th 
progress from surpassing us? 

Mr. Denny: You have ten seconds to answer that o 
(Laughter) 

Mr. Huie: How can we maintain our superiority over Russ 
With airplanes, I suppose. Well, the only way we can do it is 
depend on good old American ingenuity, which has saved 
in the past. It gave us the first bomb, it gave us the strong 
airplanes in World War II. I think perhaps we can depend o: 
in the third. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Huie. Now, while our speak 
prepare their summaries of tonight’s discussion, here’s a spe 
message of interest to you. 

Announcer: Now that we’re back home in Town Hall, New Y¥« 
we want to urge you, our listeners, to continue to help us se 
the programs and speakers for America’s Town Meeting. Du 
the past fourteen years your suggestions have been most help 


and many of our letters from listeners have been responsible 
some of our best programs. 
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ere is no lack of topics to discuss and we do our best to bring 
outstanding authorities discussing timely topics each week. 
‘re greatly aided by your suggestions. 

cidentally, to those of you who have read the article in the 
ent issue of Pageant magazine, “What’s Wrong With Our 
urches?” which was prepared in connection with the program 
were to have had tonight, we want you to know that this has 
y been postponed to November 22. The program with Miss 
Bilia Peterson, writer; Dr. Frederic Wertham, psychiatrist; 
Irwin Edman, professor of philosophy at Columbia Uni- 
sity, will be heard at that time—November 22. 

‘ow, for the summaries of tonight’s discussion, we return you to 
| Denny. 

r. Denny: Congressman Jackson, may we have your summary, 
nse? 

fongressman Jackson: Well, Mr. Denny, in summary first let 
say I believe the Atomic Energy Commission has been doing 
(ood job. I believe that America as the leader of the free world 
wld, in the absence of international control, return to the war- 
ie cooperation with England and Canada which meant progress 
ling the war. The knowledge that Russia has found the bomb 
uid convince us all that progress is again the keynote to the 
urity of the free world. (Applause) 

ifr. Denny: Thank you, Congressman Jackson. Now, Mr. Wil- 
« L. Laurence. 

iv, Laurence: We must face the facts of the atomic age as they 
and face them calmly without giving way to unreasoned fear, 
zuch fear constitutes a greater danger to a free world than the 
mic bomb itself. 

Ve must remember that mankind has faced other crises in its 
cory and triumphed over the forces of evil. Remembering 
3 and using our reason, we can face the future with confidence 
ihe ultimate triumph of the free spirit of man. (Applause) 

4r. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Laurence. A final word from Dr. 
jais Ridenour. 

Dr, Ridenour: We cannot escape the trying destiny of our time 
ough the old misleading loopholes: the bomb is not so ter- 
le, the Russians can’t learn the secret—but they have—or the 
nb must be outlawed. None of these, at the moment, is a true 
eguard. We’re opposing Russia at a real risk for the defense 
yur freedom. While we do so we must steadfastly maintain those 
edoms while we make every effort.to avoid being pushed or 
gged into war. (Applause) 

Ar. Denny: Thank you, Dr. Ridenour. Now, Mr. Huie. 


op 
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Mr. Huie: There is little hope for the free world or for an} 
the world in a third world war. Our hope is that Russian aggress 
can be halted, postponed, and contained. My belief is that 
challengeable American air power is the free world’s best h 
thus to restrain Russia and to give us peace. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. Huie, Dr. Ridenour, Mr. Laure 
and Congressman Jackson. We are grateful to each of you : 
to this fine audience here in Town Hall for bringing us face to f 
with the realities of this grave problem. 

Next week—November 1—we’re going to discuss the quest 
we found to be of paramount interest on our world tour. We fin 
of equal interest on our return home. That subject is: “Are 
Depending Too Much on Government for Our General Welfar 
Two outstanding United States Senators will be our speak 
Senator Owen Brewster, Republican of Maine, will take 
affirmative view; and Senator Hubert Humphrey, Democrat 
Minnesota, will uphold the negative position. 

The following week, November 8, our subject will be: “Sho 
the Communist Party Be Outlawed Now?” Remember, for a ¢ 
of tonight’s discussion and all Town Meetings, you may send 
cents to Town Hall, New York 18, New York, and you will rece 
your copy. It’ll take about two weeks. Please do not send stan 
Send 10 cents to Town Hall, New York 18, New York, for any 
of our Town Meeting Bulletins. 

Plan to be with us next week and every week at the sounc 
the Crier’s Bell. 


——Smpeciat! for only $1.00— 
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